
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 
The Church describes the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a   
Sacrament of: 
*conversion, because it celebrates change in the life of the      
believer who turns back to God and away from sin; 
*confession, because an essential element of the ritual            
encounter is the disclosing of sins; 
*penance, because it celebrates one’s steps in substituting 
healthy and holy actions in place of sin; 
*forgiveness, because it is by it God’s loving mercy is              
experienced; 
*reconciliation, because it restores and reunites the sinner to 
God and to the Church.  It heals relationships that have been 
severed or damaged by sin.         
 
                      Foundations in Faith 
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Mass Schedule 
Saturday     
5:00pm 
Sunday   

8:30am, 10:00am, 12:00 
Weekday Mass  

Tuesday thru Friday 
9:00am 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesday  9:30am—10:30am 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday thru Friday  8:30am 

Saturday 4:00pm-4:30pm 
or by appointment 

 

Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday   
9:00am—3:00pm  

*Closed 12:00-12:30 
 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time                                       September 24, 2017 

Pastor—Fr. Edmund Vargas efvargas@shaw.ca   Deacon—Dc. Bruce Jurgens  bruce.jurgens@calgarydiocese.ca 
Secretary—Brenda Lerner office@stjamescalgary.org           Music Director—Tom Linahan  tglinahan@gmail.com 
Parish Screening Coordinator—Lindsay Flynn pvsc@stjamescalgary.org             Bookkeeper—Anna McKiernan 



Mass Intentions 
 

Tuesday, September 26 
     9:00am  Stanley DeLorey—RIP 
 
Wednesday, September 27 
     9:00am  Tyler Schaffer—RIP 
 
Thursday, September 28 
     9:00am  Albert Hess—RIP 
 
Friday, September 29 
     9:00am  Fran Griep—RIP 
 
Saturday, September 30 
     9:00pm  Lawrence Funke—RIP 
 
Sunday, October 1 
     8:30am  Jim DeLorey—RIP 
    10:00am  St. James Parish 
    12:00  Special Intention of Craig Elsner 
 
Fr. Edmund will be away for the priests’ Study 
Days October 2 - 5.  There will be no 9:00am 
Mass on Oct 3, 4 & 5. 

Pastoral Notes by Fr. Edmund… 
 

The Parable of the Vineyard Workers 
 

The parable is a sort of a desperate attempt on the part 
of Jesus to tell us what God is like.  And what God is like 
proves a real shocker for fair-minded  people.  Because 
he is not fair, if by fair we mean what the dictionary    
defines by that word: showing no more favor to one side 
than to another, as a judge is        supposed to be in a 
court of law.  In that sense, God is not fair because he is 
not a judge, as Jesus tell us when he says in John’s 
gospel: “The father himself judges no one, but has     
assigned all judgment to the Son.” (Jn 5:22) 
 
A judge is obliged to give each one what he or she        
deserves in strict justice.  But a father is under no such       
obligation.  He can go beyond mere justice and give 
more than what his children deserve without violating 
anybody’s rights.  In fact, he must do so because no one 
deserves     anything in strict justice.  As creatures who 
receive our every breath of life from God and all of life’s 
its gifts and resources, we owe God an infinite          
gratitude.  As sinners who have     offended God many 
times over since our birth, we    deserve only            
punishment for our sins.  But God graciously forgives 
us.   
 
And so, if he decides to forgive my neighbor a few       
hundred times more than he forgives me, how can I be      
envious of my neighbor?  If sinners convert at the last 
minute whereas I tried to serve God all my life and we 
all find ourselves in heaven because of God’s gracious 
grace, why should I complain?  All of us get what we do 
not deserve.  The bottom line is this: can I afford to face 
a fair God, a God who would be infinitely just --- but 
nothing       beyond that?  If God    decided to treat me 
with the laws of strict justice, where would I end 
up?  Thank God he is not fair!  The reality that God is 
not fair is actually the basis of all our hope.  When we 
appear before him at the hour of our death, our hope is 
that we won’t be confronted with the sad reckoning of 
our sins but instead we will find a     father ready to    
welcome us with open arms even if we don’t deserve it! 
      
We experience God’s forgiveness not only in the      
Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist and                      
Reconciliation.  In daily prayer, especially the Lord’s 
Prayer, in the works of mercy and in heartfelt              
examination of conscience, we come to know the God 
who forgives us.  As we appreciate God’s love and      
forgiveness in our lives, let us pray that we have true 
contrition for our sins: “Lord Jesus, you chose to be 
called the friend of sinners.  By your saving death and 
resurrection free me from my sins.  May your peace take 
root in my heart and bring forth a harvest of love,         
holiness and truth.”  

Please pray for the sick: 
Claire Oliphant, Mariah Lerner, Harry Piet,  

Shirley Valentine, Betty Harrison,  Mary Figley, 
Laura Restrepo, Gabriel Serpas 
And for those who have died: 

Jean Doucette 

Last Sunday’s Donations 
 

Maintenance Fund       $942.15 
TIA           480.00 
Children’s Collection                             20.00 
Texas/Asia                                            50.00                                             
 
Regular                  $4156.55 
PAPS*         1195.00 
                                                       $5351.55 

Thank you! 

A big THANK YOU to Roger van Horne,  Tony 
Zuzic, Kyle, Dave, and the Tavender family 
(Connie, Andrew, Quinn, Isaac and Rhett) who 
came out last Saturday to scrub the footprints 
off the tiles.  After several hours on their hands 
and knees, the tiles look new again! 



This Week’s Events 
 

Monday         Christian Meditation            7:30pm 
Tuesday        Parish Council                     7:00pm 
                      Cenacle                               9:30am                  
Wednesday   Syrian Refugee                   7:00pm
             Choir                                   7:30pm                      
Thursday       RC Mom’s Group               10:00am                       
Friday            Sandwich Day 
Saturday             
Sunday         Confirmation Class             11:00am 

Volunteers Needed! 
We are in serious need of volunteers in many      
areas.  Volunteers are a necessity to function well 
as a parish.  Volunteering in the various ministries 
is a wonderful way to get to know fellow               
parishioners and build    community.  The more   
volunteers we have, the less frequently they are 
needed.  Whether you can volunteer a little or a lot, 
please consider helping out in one  or more areas.  
Without more volunteers, some of our very           
important ministries may have to be cancelled.  
Please call the office if you would like to volunteer. 
   
Pastoral Care—bringing Communion to the sick and 
homebound (without pastoral care volunteers, many of 
our senior  parishioners will not have   regular access to 
the Eucharist) 
Food Bank—providing food hampers to those in need 
in our area 
Eucharistic Ministers at all weekend Masses 
Hospitality (coffee service) after the weekend Masses 
Altar servers 
Social Committee—NEW committee that will help to 
coordinate, set up and serve for social events at the  
parish including funeral lunches 
Funeral Lunch Volunteers 
Maintenance Committee—persons willing to             
volunteer in areas of maintenance as needed 
Children’s Liturgy—Under the guidance of the           
coordinator, volunteers will help to deliver the  children’s 
liturgy classes  during the 10:00 Mass 
Flower Ministry—assisting the floral designer in     
maintaining bouquets and arrangements in the         
sanctuary 
*and many more ministries  not listed that can  always 
use  volunteers 

Needs of the Church in Canada 
 

Every year, the Bishops of Canada appeal for      
financial assistance.  Collections for TIA and  World 
Mission Sunday (Oct 22)  help each diocese make 
its annual contribution to the national Episcopal 
Conference and to the respective regional episcopal 
assembly (in the Atlantic, Quebec, Ontario and 
Western regions).  Any additional funds from the 
collection are at the disposal of the diocese for its 
own pastoral needs. 
 
The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops is 
the national assembly of Catholic Bishops.          
Contributing to this collection is an act of              
collaboration with the Bishops in their ministry of 
teaching, sanctifying and pastoral governance. 
 
“Challenges and favours which the Lord gives...are 
the ways by which he wanted his Church founded 
and established by the Apostles and Disciples.  This 
is the same grace he has made to the Church in 
Canada, by which it has taken all its force and 
growth, and is sustained and maintained by         
patience and long-suffering in peace and union with 
Our Lord, all as he is pleased to permit.” St. Francois 
de Laval, first    Bishop of New France, from a letter to the  
Vicar General of the Diocese of Quebec, 15 February 1686 
 

Emergency Relief for Flood Victims in    Texas 
and Asia—If you wish to donate through the parish 
please make cheques out to    St. James Church 
but mark clearly if your  donation is for Texas or 
Asia. 

Bishop’s Dinner—Bishop McGrattan will host his 
very first Bishop’s Dinner on Thursday, October 19.  
This year’s theme is Youth & Vocations—Their 
Faith, The Church.  Michael Chiasson will give the 
keynote  address with Bishop McGrattan      sharing 
his vision for youth in his closing remarks.  Catholic 
singer/songwriter, Janelle, is our musical guest.  
Tickets are $175 or $1400/table of 8.  The parish 
has reserved 16 seats and currently has 10 of 
those seats still available for purchase.   If you 
are thinking of attending, please call the  office 
to reserve your seat at the St. James’ tables. 

TO LIVE CHRIST, SHARE CHRIST (LCSC)  
movement is coming to St. James Church with an 
opening session on Friday, October 27 at 6:30pm 
in the parish hall.  It continues the following day, 
Saturday , 9am to 3pm.  The LCSC Evangelization 
program is geared towards lay empowerment in 
parish life.  It is hosted by Couples for Christ   
Foundation for Family & Life.  Everyone is        
welcome. 

Please come to Mass early enough not to disrupt.  
Leave late enough not to insult.  Worship           
reverently enough not to distract.  And dress 
proudly enough not to offend.   



Sacraments Update... 
 

Confirmation—Confirmation Classes BEGIN Sunday, September 10 (until October 29) from 
11:00am-12:00noon, facilitated by Deacon Bruce, Joanne Anderson and Laura Meneses.  One 
parent is required to attend with their child.  Classes are open to all students  in grade 6 or higher 
who have received Baptism and First Communion. The Sacrament of Confirmation is celebrated 
every 2nd year at St. James Church. Registration forms can be found on our website, at the SW 
entrance of the church, and at the office. 
 
Baptism—If you are interested in having your child or children baptized, please contact              
Fr. Edmund or the parish office to arrange for a meeting with Fr. Edmund.  Attendance at a       
Baptism Orientation Class is needed.  A copy of the child’s birth certificate is also needed.  A   
Registration for Baptism form can be downloaded from our website.  The candidate may have one 
or two godparents (also called sponsors) who are to be chosen by the parents, have the ability 
and intention to fulfill the role, be at least 16 years of age, and be a confirmed Roman Catholic 
who has already received the Eucharist, and is leading a life in harmony with the Catholic Faith 
(including marriage) and will be a good role model for the one being baptized, and be neither the 
father nor the mother of the child. 
 
Marriage—To arrange a marriage, please arrange to meet with Fr. Edmund several months in   
advance.    A Marriage Preparation Course is required. 
 
Anointing of the Sick—Please contact Fr. Edmund at any time to arrange for the Anointing of the 
Sick for the seriously sick or dying. 

Mass Times Lectors Communion Ministers Ushers Altar Servers 

SATURDAY 
September 30 
5:00pm 

Luisa Zimich 
Lois/Mike Ross 

Andrew Beingessner 
Sean Brosseau 
Leila Wright 

Henry Vaugeois, 
Larry Betts 
Glen Lilly 

 

SUNDAY 
October 1 
8:30 AM 

Irene Thill 
Richard Roe 

Allison Hay 
Angela Alexandre 

Nick Fader 
Alex Fader 

 

SUNDAY 
October 1 
10:00 AM 

Riet Wynker 
Vicki Oliphant 

Shirley Lutz 
Doris McCullough 

Tony Zuzic, Al Meier 
Robert McKean,  
Roger Jeanson 

 

SUNDAY 
October 1 
12:00 

David Odongi 
Ayak Tiordit 

Bernadette Carrera 
John Atanasio 
Martin Onon 

M. Malueth, R. Madhieu 
E. Boliamoi, J. Atanasio, 
 

Mimi, Okio, Antony, Aher, 
Achol, Darius 

Next Weekend’s Ministers 

 St. James Pray for Us! 
 

Deadline for bulletin entries is Wednesday at noon. 


