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MASS TIMES 

Saturday  5:00pm 
Sunday  10:00am & 12:00pm 

 
Weekday 

Tuesday thru Friday  9:00am 
1st Saturday of the month  9:00am 

  
 CONFESSION 

Tuesday thru Friday  9:30 -10:00am 
Saturday 4:00 - 4:30pm 

(or by appointment) 
  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Thursday 

9:00am - 3:00pm 
(Closed 12:00-12:30 for lunch.) 

 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent                                                     December 11, 2022                                   

 
 

Visit us on 
Facebook! 

We warmly welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our parish!  If you are new to our parish       
community, please fill out a registration form available on our website, at  the SW entrance of the 
church, or at the parish office. 

 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for December: This month, let us pray that volunteer non-profit and human           

development organizations may find people willing to commit themselves to the common good and ceaselessly seek out 

new paths of international cooperation.  



 

Sunday Collection 
December 4 

 
Regular  $3284 
PAPS      $1529 
               $4813 

 
2022 TIA Goal:  $36,218 

TIA to date:  $24,070  Remaining:  $12,148 
TIA deadline December 31, 2022 

 
Maintenance/Roof:  $2825 

 
Collection counters needed Monday mornings. 

Children’s Resources 
 
Children’s Coloring Page—click here 
Children’s Bulletin—click here 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word —click here 
Act of Contrition for Children—click here 

The sisters of the Seeds of the Word community will 
be in the hall after the Masses this weekend selling 
their baked goods.  This fundraiser will help them print 
their 2023 Lectio Divina books. 

The Shepherd Speaks—Fr. Eli Canete 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near! 
 

     The third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means rejoice. This is the message expressed by 
St. Paul when he wrote this letter to the Philippians while he was in a dark Roman prison and without any          
certainty that he can still come out alive.  There was nothing to rejoice about in that situation. But joy is a virtue 
and a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is not dependent on any external condition.  
     Rather, it all depends on one’s intimate relationship with God. Rightly, then, that St. Paul said, rejoice in the 
Lord always. Your kindness should be known to all. The Lord is near. So, to express our joy in the coming of Jesus 
as our Savior into our hearts and lives, we lit the rose/pink candle in the Advent wreath. 
     With God who lives with us and with God wanting to bless us ever more fully, we will be graced, and we are 
graced, and the Lord will continue to help us. And do not be ashamed that we are terrified, and we tremble at 
times. 
     We have limits. We have weaknesses. We have strengths. God will assure us that if we trust in His power, 
nothing will be impossible. We are blessed. And we will continue to be blessed by the light of Christ’s love and 
mercy. 
     The common theme running through our readings today is one of joy and encouragement. Isaiah is                
encouraging the exiled Jews in Babylon to trust and believe that God is going to save and transform their lives. 
James the apostle is also encouraging the early Christians to be patient because the coming of the Lord is at hand. 
     Finally, in today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is encouraging John the Baptist to cast away the popular political      
expectations about the Messiah and simply to accept the healing of Jesus and preaching ministry as the              
fulfillment of the messianic prophecy of Isaiah. 
     As we pray today, we also rejoice that the Lord does not fail to show His power and might when we are down 
and in despair. As we pray today, we also rejoice because the Lord continues to strengthen us in our troubles and 
anxieties. 
     Are we already in a rejoicing mood? Or are we feeling sad and unhappy? God has been incredibly good to us in 
our lives. The only problem we have  sometimes is that we often fail to see this goodness. We focus on what we 
want. 
     Most of the time we complain about many things, especially when our whims are not fulfilled. Little do we    
realize that there a number of people in need and who are truly suffering from poverty, sickness, and loneliness.  
     The challenge is to count our blessings. Yes, things are not always what they seem. But there is one thing     
certain, the greatest and only blessing we need is the Good News, Jesus Christ. He is the only reason we need in 
order to rejoice. What more can we ask for?  

Mission Mexico—Optional Collection—December 12  
Should you wish to make a donation to Mission Mexico, envelopes can be found at the entrance and in the pews. 

https://275132.fs1.hubspotusercontent-na1.net/hubfs/275132/_catholicmom/Sunday%20Gospel%20Activities/2022/12/12-11-22%20Advent%20A%203/3%20Advent%20A%20Coloring.pdf
https://thekidsbulletin.files.wordpress.com/2022/11/the-kids-bulletin-advent-3.pdf
https://www.catholictv.org/childrens-liturgy.html
https://dol.ca/documents/2017/3/ACT%20OF%20CONTRITION%20FOR%20CHILDREN.pdf


MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Tuesday,  December 13 
9:00am Stefan Herciu—R/S 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
9:00am Jimmy Joyce—R/S 
 
Thursday, December 15 
9:00am Dennis Smrdely—R/S 
 
Friday, December 16 
9:00a  Redoglia Giuseppina—R/S 

   
Saturday, December 17 
5:00pm John Duffy—R/S 
 
Sunday,  December 18 
10:00am Shirley Klein—R/S 
12:00pm St James Parish 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Mass 

3pm, 5pm & 7pm 

 

Christmas Day Mass 

10am & 12pm 

 

New Year’s Eve Mass 

5pm 

 

New Year’s Day Mass 

10am & 12pm 

 

Simbang Gabi Masses 

December 9 @ 7:00pm (Tagalog) 

& 

December 16 to 24 @ 7:00pm (English) 

All Welcome! 

Proceeds to Together in Action. 

 

Carols begin 30 minutes prior to all Masses. 

Christmas Hampers 

Giving Tree 
Candy Canes, Chocolates, $25 Walmart Gift Cards 
Don’t forget the deadline for  Giving Tree items is 

this Sunday, December 11.  
 
All items will be added to our Christmas Hampers.  
This year, we  are simplifying our gift giving for the   
children whose families are receiving Christmas    
Hampers. Instead of buying gifts, the decision was 
made by members of  the     Christmas Hamper     
Committee to purchase gift cards from Walmart which 
will allow more flexibility for both parents and their         
children. If you wish to participate, take a tag from the 
tree and return the item by Sunday, December 11th.  
Candy canes and chocolates can be left under the   
Giving Tree (no need to wrap) ; but please drop off gift 
cards at the office. in the office mail slot by the office 
entrance, or in the collection basket.  If you prefer,  
donations can be dropped off at the office to put      
towards the gift cards. 

Together in Action—2022 
 
     The Advent Season is all about reflecting on how 
we can prepare our hearts and homes for Christ's birth 
in the world as it is today. It is a time for our faith        
community and families to remember, through prayer, 
reflections and good deeds what the true meaning of 
Jesus' birth is.   
     Please pray for our church, that it can create a   
positive influence in our community.  If you are looking 
at    making charitable contributions during the upcom-
ing Advent season, please consider supporting the        
Together in Action campaign.  You can donate through 
envelopes that are available in the pews or if you     
prefer you can call the office or make an e-transfer to 
isupport@stjamescalgary.org.  If you are doing            
e-transfer, please indicate that it is for TIA.  All         
donations are appreciated and make a difference. 
    
   Real Phaneuf—TIA Coordinator 

2023 Donation Envelopes can be found in the 
church. If you do not see a box and would like one, 
please contact the office.  If you have moved this year, 
please ensure that we have your new address. 

Knights of Columbus 
Interested in joining the St. James Knights of           
Columbus?  Catholic men 18+ are invited to serve to 
the parish, and support our communities through     
charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism.   Please     
contact the office or ask any of the Knights in our     
parish. We’re always looking for a few good men. 

Bishop McGrattan’s Advent Message—click here 

Roof Repair Project 
There are new envelopes in the pews and at the     
entrance for donations towards the repairs and       
replacement of our roof that is in terrible condition.      
Donations are greatly appreciated as it will cost  at 
least $51,000 for the work required. All donations are 
tax deductible. Donations can also be made through 
the office or via e-transfer. 

https://preview.mailerlite.com/h3m2v5j5f4


We Pray for the Sick and All Who Care for Them 
Don Bruce, Stephanie Davis, Mary Figley, Marie Funke,  Carrie Gallagher, 

Aidan Hanes, Sylvia Harris, Sylvia Kirkland, Lillian Brister, Bill Montgomery, Mark Naylen, Elliott Nowell,  
Kathy Oczkowski, Fr. Colin O’Rourke, Joyce Patterson, Andrew Pelletier, Eugene Phaneuf, Deacon Michael Pol-

lard, Louise Prenovost, Doug Ritchie, John Scholfield, Rebecca Shand, Gabriel Serpas,  
Brad Sluiter, Shirley Valentine 

We Are So Grateful For Your Financial Support! 

 
 Online giving on the “Contribute” page of our website—one time or monthly with debit, Visa, Visa debit, Mas-

tercard, or American Express 
 Mastercard, Visa or Debit through the office—one time donation or monthly 
 Pre-authorized Withdrawal (Direct Deposit) - get forms from the office or at the church entrance 
 E-transfer to isupport@stjamescalgary.org 
 Dropping off your envelope in the collection basket  
 Dropping off your envelope at the office or into the office mailbox 
 Mailing your donation to the church 

This Week at the Church 
 

Monday 7:00pm Youth Group 
 
Tuesday 8:30am Rosary 
  9:00am  Mass/Confession 
  9:30am Marian/Divine Mercy Cenacle 
 
Wednesday 8:30am Rosary 
  9:00am Mass/Confession 
  9:30am Legion of Mary 
  12:00pm   Hamper Assembly at school 
  7:00pm Choir 
  7:00pm RCIA 
 
Thursday 8:30am Rosary 
  9:00am Mass/Confession 
  3:00pm Christmas Hamper Delivery 
  6:15pm 1st Reconciliation Class  
 
Friday  8:30am Rosary 
  9:00am Mass/Confession/Adoration  
  1:30pm Sing-a-Long for Seniors 
  7:00pm Simbang Gabi 
 
Saturday 4:00pm Confession 
  5:00pm Mass 
  7:00pm Simbang Gabi 
 
Sunday  10:00am Mass 
  12:00pm Mass 
  7:00pm Simbang Gabi 

Knights of Columbus 
 
Thank you to all  who supported the Knights of 
Columbus Grey Cup Raffle fundraiser. 
 

Grey Cup Raffle Winners 
 

First Quarter (East 3 - West 0):  
Winner: Chris Lofgren 

 
Second Quarter (East 7 - West 10)  

Winner: Rob Willms 
 

Third Quarter (East 14 - West 17)  
Winner: Sophie Hardie 

 
Final (East 24 - West 23)  

Winner: Cindy Mittelstaedt 
 

Reverse Final (East 23 - West 24)  
Winner: Arlene Link 

Youth Group Update 
 

Beginning in January, our Youth Group will no 
longer be meeting on Mondays but will instead 
meet on Friday evenings.   No Youth Group 
meeting on         December 19 & 26 or January 
2.  Youth Group will      resume on Friday,  
January 13. 

RCIA—Rite of Acceptance Into the Order of Catechumens—Sunday, December 11th at 10:00 Mass 
Please join us as we celebrate with joyful hearts this Rite of Acceptance for our inquirers who will declare their 
intention to the Church and the Church, in turn, carrying out its apostolic mission, accepts them as persons who 
intend to become its members.  From this time on, the Church embraces the catechumens as its own with a 
mother’s love and concern. 


