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FIRST SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

Thank you for joining us! We warmly welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our parish. If you are new to our parish
community, please fill out a registration form available on our website, at the SW entrance of the church, or at the parish
office. We hope to see you again soon!

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for the Month of December:
For Christians in conflict. Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be
seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.

PARISH STAFF

Pastor—Fr. Domingo Bongalos  stjamespastorcalgary@gmail.com Visit us on
Administrative Assistant—Brenda Lerner office@stjamescalgary.org Facebook!
Music—Michael Scholfield - musdir83@gmail.com

Bookkeeper—David Mu david.mu@calgarydiocese.ca

Volunteer Screening—Kerstin Daly pvsc@stjamescalgary.org
Sacrament Preparation—Lindsay Klein sacraments@stjamescalgary.org




Advent Reflection—Fr. Domingo

Some arrivals are positive; others are downright threatening.
Christmas is coming! The end of school year is coming! Summer is coming! Okay, that’s all sound good. Those are all advents. Advent is
from the Latin word “adventus,” which means coming or arrival. And sometimes they are very good and encouraging. How about these:
Storm is coming! The doctor’s report is coming! The invasion is coming! The end of the world is coming! Those are advents, too. Those
are arrivals, too. The word “incoming” is also a word being used by soldiers to describe the arrival of mortars and missiles. Sometimes my
brothers and sisters, advents could be wonderful, joyous, and deeply fulfilling. Other times, advents can scare the life out of us. And
today Jesus tells us something shocking: His arrival—His Advent—can feel like both. Holy... and frightening. Comforting... and disrupting.
And here’s the tension of Advent: Advent means something new is breaking in— and when new things break in, they rearrange every-
thing. Today Jesus says: “The coming of the Son of Man will be like the days of Noah.”
Wait—Noah? Flood? Destruction? That is not exactly a warm Christmas card message.
Jesus is not being dramatic. He’s being honest.
In Noah’s time, people were: Eating, Drinking, Marrying, Partying, and Living normally.
Then, a massive flood— a civilization-ending disaster— and nobody prepared. Not because they were “bad,” but because they were
“asleep.” Indifferent. Unconcerned.
Jesus says: “That’s what My coming will be like for many.” Not because He hates us— but because His arrival forces us to confront
something:

*If He is Light, darkness must disappear.

*If He is Truth, lies must crumble.

*|f He is Life, false living must end.
And that is painful.
Here’s the honest reason why Advent feels threatening: Because Jesus comes to end the world—not the physical world, but your old
world.

*The sinful world. The self-centered world.

*The world built on false worship—pleasure, ego, money, power, anger, pride.
When He arrives, these structures must collapse. And collapse always hurts. So, when the true God arrives, all these false gods must step
down.
That’s Advent. That’s why it’s scary. Because Jesus comes to take His rightful place.
So, let me ask you, and ask myself the same question: Christ is coming...Are you ready for His revolution?

Are you ready to let go of false gods?

Are you ready to surrender your divisions?
Are you ready to lay down your weapons?
Are you ready to be taught by God again?
Are you ready for the end of your old world?

He does not come to “improve” your world. He comes to make all things new.

Lighting the Advent Wreath Christmas Hampers
Advent begins on November 30th. We are looking for  cou- We are now taking requests for Christmas Hampers.
ples or families to light the Advent wreath through the week- Those receiving a hamper must live within our parish

ends of Advent. Please enter your family name on the list boundary and apply before December 5th. We are
located on the table near the baptismal font if you would like excited to be working with St James School once again for
to participate this project.

*lla Aad The Angel Giving Tree is set up near the baptismal font.
Parishioners are invited to take a tag from the tree and
return with the item listed on it (candy canes, boxes of
chocolates, $25 Walmart gift cards) by December 8th.

Monetary donations towards the Christmas Hampers are

also welcome. Both the gift cards and monetary
donations can be dropped in the collection basket or at
the parish office. Please include your name on the receipt
or envelope. Tax Receipts can be issued this year for the
cards and Christmas Hamper monetary donations.

Mark Your Calendars—Hamper Assembly
Parishioners are invited to come help with assembling the
Christmas Hampers on Wednesday, December 17th at
7pm. Older children are welcome to come with a parent.

Advent Renewal Diocesan Retreat
ALL ARE WELCOME
Saturday, December 6

9:30am—12:30pm

St James Parish Hall
Instead of individual parish missions, the Diocese is trying
something new—a diocesan wide retreat live streamed to

the parishes.




NEW!! Theology for Teenagers
Catholic theology is wonderful and very rich, but it is also
complicated. In an effort to assist younger parishioners who may
find elements of our theology confusing, we have included, in our
Pastoral Renewal Plan, a new program that we call: "Theology for
Teenagers". The objective is to select various theological concepts
(that may not be intuitive) and create (with the assistance of
generative artificial intelligence) short, digestible summaries that
will help explain those concepts to parishioners in the 12-18 year-
old age demographic.
What types of topics do we hope to tackle? Here are a few
examples:
*Why do the Gospels not contain much information about
Jesus's life before he began his public ministry around the
age of 30?
*Why did Jesus refer to himself, at numerous times, as the
"Son of Man"?
*Why did Jesus frequently teach in parables?
*Why is Jesus referred to as the "Word" in the opening lines of
the Gospel of John?
Our hope is that the summaries will be read by our teenage
parishioners, who will discuss them with their parents, siblings,
friends and fellow parishioners. As well, we hope that our teenage
parishioners will bring forward concepts they find challenging,
which we can then address in future program summaries. Watch
for the next issue in 2 weeks!

Tuesday, December 2
9am Bill Lerner +

Wednesday, December 3
9am Intention of Katy & Ariga Agoes

Thursday, December 4
9am  Jennifer Edwards +

Friday, December 5
9am Intention of Sr. Aimee Marie Oliphant

Saturday, December 6
9am Intention of Lauren Lerner
5pm  Domenico Lisella +

Sunday, November 30
10am Cesar Ng +
12pm Parishioners of St James

Multiply the Hope this Advent
As we begin the holy season of Advent, the Church invites us into a time of
watchfulness, reflection, and joyful expectation for the coming of Christ.
In the spirit of the Jubilee Year proclaimed by Pope Francis last year and
set to conclude this December, our Diocese is launching a matching
financial campaign for parishes called, Multiply the Hope.
Once our parish has fulfilled all of its financial obligations for the year,
every dollar contributed to strengthen our repairs and maintenance
fund will be matched dollar-for-dollar, up to our parish goal.
Even after the Jubilee year concludes on December 28 this year, the
Diocese has extended this campaign to the end of 2027, giving us
additional time to reach our parish goal.
Our goal for this matching program is $94,630. This means that every
contribution toward this goal has twice the impact, allowing our parish to
move forward with greater freedom in strengthening the renewal priorities.
As we enter this Advent season, | invite you to pray, to reflect, and to
respond generously. Together, let us prepare a strong, welcoming parish
home for all who seek Christ. May this season of expectation fill us with
hope, and may God complete the good work He has begun in us.
Find out more about this campaign at www.catholicyyc.ca/multiplythehope

Living Nativity
St James Church-Okotoks
338060—32nd Street East
*interactive village of Bethlehem set up behind the church
Live Actors, Live Music, Live Animals, Lots of Parking
Saturday, December 6
4pm-8pm

% %k %k %k ok

Holy Name Church
2223 -34 St SW
Step into Bethlehem—Ilive animals, live actors, family
activities and the story of Jesus’ birth
Come early—parking is limited
Saturday, December 6
4pm-7pm
Both events are outdoors so dress accordingly. Food and

refreshments will be available for purchase. Freewill

donations gratefully accepted.

Advent & Christmas Schedule

Advent Penitential Celebration - December 10 at 7pm

Christmas Eve Mass 5pm & 7pm
Christmas Day Mass 10am & 12pm

New Year’s Eve Mass 5pm
New Year’s Day Mass 10am

We will be looking for lectors, eucharistic ministers, altar servers and

of

sacristans for these Masses. Please watch your emails and look for the
sign-up sheet in the sacristy.



http://www.catholicyyc.ca/multiplythehope
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Legion of Mary

Mass
Eucharist Prep—Teens

Mass/Confession
RCIA

Mass
Reconciliation Class #5

Mass/Confession/Adoration
Sing-a-long for Seniors

Mass

Advent Diocesan Retreat
Baptism Prep
Confession

Mass

Mass
Mass

Rosary at 8:30am prior to all weekday Mass.

Ali Boyd, Emma Boccardo, Lucy Ciccaglione,
Fr. Luciano Cortopassi, Stephanie Davis, Patrick Driscoll,
Mia Dumonceaux, Gabrielle Engels, Scott Evans,

Msgr. Noel Farman, Mary Figley, Bernice Foley, Marie Funke,
Merle Gonsalves, Aidan Hanes, Keith Hannan, Jennifer Hazen,
Sharon Jeanson, Charlotte Johansen,

Lara Lavalle, Martin McCarthy,

Pauline & Monty Montemurro, Bill Montgomery,

Dave Moran, Mark Naylen, Elliott Nowell, Kathy Oczkowski,
Ashleigh Patterson, Jocelyn Robb, Gabriel Serpas, Brad Sluiter,
Marie Swab, lldiko Szikora, Mary Terek,

Elizabeth Tisseverasinghe, Frank Toone, Maria Zuzic

Tomasa Tolentino, Shirley Valentine, Guido Ciccaglione,
Juliette Seguin, Philip McCarthy, Laurette Martineau,
Julia Pritchard, Mary ‘Jane’ Hall

The 2026 donation envelope boxes have been prepared
and are located at the back of the church along the west

2026 Donation Envelope Boxes

wall. Boxes have been issued to those who have

requested them recently and those who have been using
them. If you don’t see your name but would like a box,

please contact Brenda in the office.

Helping Children Around the World

During this giving season, consider a donation to:
* Mary’s Meals Canada www.marysmeals.ca
* Chalice https://chalice.ca/cant-wait-kids/
*Elizabeth House www.elizabethhousecalgary.ca

The Knights wish to thank parishioners for their support of

the bottle drive. The bottle drive made $320.90.

Volunteers to Help with Flowers

We are in need of volunteers to help with the flowers once or
twice a week. Duties would be freshening up bouquets and
watering plants and/or setting up altar décor and fresh flow-
ers on Saturdays with the coordinator.

For a complete list of events in the Diocese of Calgary,
please visit www.catholicyyc.ca

Regular Donations

November 16 & 23
Regular $6164 + 4362 (PAPS) = 510,526
Together in Action $26,548
Remaining $9670

¢ Online giving on the “Contribute” page of our website—one time or monthly with debit, Visa, Visa debit, Mastercard, or
American Express

* & & & o o

Mastercard, Visa or Debit through the office—one time donation or monthly

Pre-authorized Withdrawal (Direct Deposit) - get forms from the office or at the church entrance
E-transfer to isupport@stjamescalgary.org
Dropping off your envelope in the collection basket
Dropping off your envelope at the office or into the office mailbox
Mailing your donation to the church



https://www.catholicyyc.ca/

