
PARISH STAFF 
 
Pastor—Fr. Domingo Bongalos   stjamespastorcalgary@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant—Brenda Lerner   office@stjamescalgary.org 
Music—Michael Scholfield - musdir83@gmail.com 
Bookkeeper—David Mu   david.mu@calgarydiocese.ca 
Volunteer Screening—Kerstin Daly   pvsc@stjamescalgary.org    
Sacrament Preparation—Lindsay Klein   sacraments@stjamescalgary.org 

 
MASS TIMES 

Saturday  5:00pm 
Sunday  10:00am & 12:00pm 

 
Weekday 

Tuesday thru Friday  9:00am 
1st Saturday of the month  9:00am 

  
 CONFESSION 

Wednesday & Friday 9:30 -10:00am 
Saturday 4:00 - 4:30pm 

(or by appointment) 
  

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday to Thursday 

9:00am - 3:00pm 
Closed 12-12:30 for lunch and on all statutory holidays. 

 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent                                                       December 7, 2025                                  

 
 
Visit us on  
Facebook! 

Thank you for joining us!  We warmly welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our parish.  If you are new to our parish  
community, please fill out a registration form available on our website, at  the SW entrance of the church, or at the parish 
office.  We hope to see you again soon! 

 

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for the Month of December: 
For Christians in conflict.  Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East, might be 
seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope. 
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Advent Reflection—Fr. Domingo 
“Prepare the Way of the Lord!” 

If you knew that someone incredibly important was visiting your home tomorrow, what would you do? 
Imagine you open your phone and receive a message: “I’m coming over. I’ll be there in one hour.” – Signed: Jesus 
You drop everything. You clean, you fix, you hide the clutter, you prepare the best meal you can. 
Why? Because the visitor determines the preparation. 
And today, John the Baptist steps into the desert like a holy thunderstorm and shouts: “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make His 

paths straight!” 
Not just prepare your homes. Not just prepare your schedules. Prepare your hearts. 
Because the King is coming—not someday, not eventually—but now. 
Matthew presents John the Baptist as the “forerunner,” the voice crying out in the wilderness. His message has three essential 

movements: 
The Lord is coming. 

God is not distant or passive. He is moving toward us. 
Christianity is not about us climbing to heaven; it is about God running toward us in Jesus. 

Prepare the way. 
In ancient times, when a king visited a town, workers would literally “make straight” the roads—remove rocks, fill potholes, 

smooth rough places. 
John is saying: “Do the same in your soul.” Remove the stones of sin. Fill the potholes of emptiness. Straighten the crooked hab-

its. Make room for grace. 
Repentance is the doorway. 

John the Baptist required repentance to enter God’s Kingdom. Repentance is transformation. 
In Greek, metanoia means: “Change your mind… turn your direction… redirect your heart toward God.” 
John is inviting us and telling us: “Don’t miss the One who is coming. Open your life to Him.” 
A man once shared this story. He was waiting at the airport when an announcement suddenly echoed: “All passengers flying to 

Toronto: the gate unexpectedly changed. Please proceed to Gate C10 immediately.” 
Some people got up quickly. Others ignored it. One man kept scrolling on his phone… and missed his flight. 
Later he said, “I heard the announcement, but I didn’t take it seriously.” 
My brothers and sisters, John the Baptist is heaven’s announcement: “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven has come near!” 

Don’t miss the moment when God visits you. 
How This Guides Us Today? 
Let me make it practical: 

What rough places need straightening? 
Is it anger? Bitterness? Unforgiveness? A stubborn habit?  

A secret sin? A relationship long broken? 
Preparing the way means: Stop pretending. Start healing. 

What clutter must be removed? 
Busyness that leaves no time for prayer. Screens that steal your attention. Worries that bury your peace. 

God doesn’t ask for much. He asks for space. 
What steps can you take this week? 

Five minutes daily with Scripture. A sincere confession. Reconciling with someone. Helping someone who cannot repay you. 
Opening your heart in prayer again. 

God does not need a perfect road—just an open one. 
And here is the beautiful truth: Every small, humble step you take toward God is met with a giant step from Him toward you. 

Brothers and sisters… Advent is not about counting the days until Christmas. It is about preparing the heart for Christ. 
John the Baptist cries: “Make straight the path!” 
Not because God wants to frighten you, but because He wants nothing to block His love from reaching you. 
So let this be your Advent prayer: “Lord, clear the clutter. 

Straighten the crooked. Heal the broken. Prepare my heart. Come into my life.” 
And when you do… You will discover that the One you prepared a path for was already preparing a place for you in His heart. 
Prepare the way of the Lord… because the Lord is preparing the way for you. Amen. 

  Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
  Hosted by the Legion of Mary.  All are welcome. 

  Monday, December 8 
  Rosary 6pm 

  Mass  6:30pm 
  Talk 6:45pm 

  Potluck/Video 7pm 



Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, December 9 
9am Anika Herciu + 
 
Wednesday, December 10 
9am Linda Stadel + 
 
Thursday, December 11 
9am Nel Stuijts + 
 
Friday, December 12 
9am Giancarlo Piccolo + 
 
Saturday, December 13 
5pm Stefan Herciu + 
 
Sunday, December 14 
10am Domenico Lisella + 
12pm Parishioners of St James 

NEW!!  Theology for Teenagers 
Catholic theology is wonderful and very rich, but it is also          
complicated. In an effort to assist younger parishioners who may 
find   elements of our theology confusing, we have included, in our 
Pastoral Renewal Plan, a new program that we call: "Theology for 
Teenagers". The objective is to select various theological concepts 
(that may not be intuitive) and create (with the assistance of      
generative artificial intelligence) short, digestible summaries that 
will help explain those concepts to parishioners in the 12-18 year-
old age demographic. 
Our hope is that the summaries will be read by our teenage       
parishioners, who will discuss them with their parents, siblings, 
friends and fellow parishioners. As well, we hope that our teenage 
parishioners will bring forward concepts they find challenging, 
which we can then address in future program summaries.  Second 
issue this weekend! 

Christmas Hampers 

ITEMS DUE MONDAY! 

The Angel Giving Tree is set up near the baptismal font.                
Parishioners are invited to take a tag from the tree and  
return with the item listed on it (candy canes, boxes of 
chocolates,  $25 Walmart gift cards) by Monday,             
December 8th. 
Monetary donations towards the Christmas Hampers are 
also welcome.  Both the gift cards and monetary  dona-
tions can be dropped in the collection basket or at the par-
ish office.  Please include your name on the receipt or           
envelope.  Tax Receipts can be issued this year for the 
cards and Christmas Hamper monetary donations. 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

Hamper Assembly 
Parishioners are invited to help with   
assembling the   Christmas Hampers on 
Wednesday, December 17th at 7pm.  
Older  children are welcome to come 
with a parent. 

 
Advent & Christmas Schedule 

 
Advent Penitential Celebration   -   December 10 at 7pm 

 
Christmas Eve Mass  5pm & 7pm 

Christmas Day Mass 10am & 12pm 
 

New Year’s Eve Mass   5pm 
New Year’s Day Mass  10am 

 
Lectors, eucharistic ministers, altar servers and  sacristans are needed for these 
Masses.  Please watch your emails and look for the sign-up sheet in the sacristy. 

 
Office Hours—Open Dec 22, 29, 30 

Regular hours resume on January 5. 

Multiply the Hope 
The Calgary Diocese recognizes that parishes like ours 

carry financial challenges related to aging buildings that 

require necessary repairs, while other parishes also have 

loans to repay.  In the spirit of the Jubilee Year           

proclaimed by Pope Francis, our Diocese has launched 

a financial campaign called, Multiply the Hope to help 

with these costs.  Under this campaign, the Diocese will 

match every dollar contributed to our repairs and  

maintenance fund up to a maximum of $94,630.  This 

means that every contribution made to our repairs and 

maintenance fund will have twice the impact, allowing 

our parish to move forward with some of our more      

significant repairs and maintenance initiatives. However, 

our parish must first meet our Together in Action          

obligation for the year and any annual operating deficit.   

Currently we have collected        

$28, 700 and will need to collect 

$7518 more before year-end to 

meet our 2025 Together in Action 

obligation of $36,218.  The Multiply 

the Hope campaign runs to the end 

of 2027, giving us 2025, 2026 and 

2027 to benefit from this matching 

program and to reach our parish 

goal of $94,630.  



We Pray for the Sick and All Who Care for Them 
 

Ali Boyd, Emma Boccardo, Lucy Ciccaglione,  
Fr. Luciano Cortopassi, Stephanie Davis, Patrick Driscoll,  

Mia Dumonceaux, Gabrielle Engels, Scott Evans,   
Msgr. Noel Farman, Mary Figley, Bernice Foley, Marie Funke,   
Merle Gonsalves, Aidan Hanes, Keith Hannan, Jennifer Hazen, 

Sharon Jeanson, Charlotte Johansen,   
Lara Lavalle, Martin McCarthy,  

Pauline & Monty Montemurro, Bill Montgomery,  
Dave Moran, Mark Naylen,  Elliott Nowell, Kathy Oczkowski,   

Ashleigh Patterson, Emil Rawlyk, Jocelyn Robb, 
 Gabriel Serpas, Brad Sluiter,  

Marie Swab, Ildiko Szikora, Mary Terek,  
Elizabeth Tisseverasinghe, Frank Toone, Maria Zuzic 

 
And Those Who Have Died 

Tomasa Tolentino, Shirley Valentine, Guido Ciccaglione, 
Juliette Seguin 

Your Financial Support Is Greatly Appreciated 

 Online giving on the “Contribute” page of our website—one time or monthly with debit, Visa, Visa debit,   Mastercard, or  
 American Express 

 Mastercard, Visa or Debit through the office—one time donation or monthly 

 Pre-authorized Withdrawal (Direct Deposit) - get forms from the office or at the church entrance 

 E-transfer to isupport@stjamescalgary.org 

 Dropping off your envelope in the collection basket  

 Dropping off your envelope at the office or into the office mailbox 

 Mailing your donation to the church 

This Week at the Church 

 
Monday 6:00pm      Immaculate Conception 
    Celebration 
  6:30pm  Mass 
 
Tuesday 9:00am  Mass 
  6:30pm  St James School Concert 
  
Wednesday 9:00am  Mass/Confession 
  1:00pm  Choir 
  7:00pm  Penitential Celebration 
  7:00pm  RCIA 
 
Thursday 9:00am           Mass 
  7:00pm  Opus Dei Men 
   
Friday  9:00am  Mass/Confession/Adoration 
  1:00pm  Sing-a-long for Seniors 
 
Saturday 11:00  Baptism 
  4:00pm  Confession 
  5:00pm  Mass 
      
Sunday  10:00am    Mass  
  12:00pm Mass  
  

Rosary at 8:30am prior to all weekday Mass.   

 

Parish Directory Advertising Opportunity 
If you would like to advertise your business in our new 

parish directory, please contact Lisa Frehlich  
(403 969 4939) prior to December 31, 2025.   

Full page:  $750 
Half Page:  $450 

Quarter Page:  $250 
Business Card:  $75 

You must supply original art work on USB memory stick or 
online cloud. Image formats including JPEG, TIFF, PNG, 

PDF,  BMP,  EPS are acceptable.  Full payment due at time 
of submission or postdated cheque for January 1, 2026. 

 

Regular Donations 
November 30 

Regular $4707 + 2181 (PAPS) = $6888 
 

Together in Action $28,700 
Remaining $7518 

Did You Know? 
 

It is the directive of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary 
that parishioners are to stand at the Memorial Acclamation 

that follows the consecration when the priest says the words, 
“The mystery of faith.” 

For a complete list of events in the Diocese of Calgary, please visit www.catholicyyc.ca 

Help Needed to Set Up the Church for Christmas! 
December 20 at 2pm  

2 volunteers  to help our coordinator bring the poinsettias 
from the florist across the street 

December 23 at 5pm 
4 volunteers to help our coordinator set up the church for 

Christmas Eve 

https://www.catholicyyc.ca/

