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2nd Sunday of Easter April 12, 2026

MASS TIMES
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 10am & 12pm

Weekday
Tuesday thru Thursday 9am
1st Saturday of the Month 9am

CONFESSION
Wednesday & Friday 9:30 -10am
Saturday 4-4:30pm

Or by appointment 'Viﬂe

OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Thursday 9am-3pm YOU ercy
“ ARE
Closed 12-12:30 for lunch and on all statutory holidays. | A &W S TR AT
)
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Thank you for joining us! We warmly welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our parish. If you are new to our parish
community, please fill out a registration form available on our website, at the SW entrance of the church, or at the parish
office. We hope to see you again soon!

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for the Month of April:
For priests in crisis: Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, let us pray to the
Lord.

PARISH STAFF

Pastor—Fr. Domingo Bongalos  stjamespastorcalgary@gmail.com Visit us on

Administrative Assistant—Brenda Lerner office@stjamescalgary.org Facebook!
Music—VACANT

Bookkeeper—Leanne Plamondon leanne.plamondon@calgarydiocese.ca
Volunteer Screening—Kerstin Daly pvsc@stjamescalgary.org
Sacrament Preparation—Lindsay Klein sacraments@stjamescalgary.org




The Mercy of Jesus for Doubting Thomas—Fr. Domingo
There is something deeply comforting in the story of Thomas. For many people, he is remembered only by one label:
“Doubting Thomas.” But if we listen carefully to the Gospel, we discover that this passage is not really about a disciple who
doubted. It is about a Savior who was merciful. The focus of the story is not simply Thomas’ weakness, but Jesus’ patience.
Not only Thomas’ struggle, but the tenderness of the Risen Lord who comes back for the one who is having a hard time believ-
ing.
That is why this Gospel speaks so powerfully to us. Many of us know what it means to struggle in faith. We pray but still wor-
ry. We come to Mass, but still carry grief. We trust in God, but some part of our heart still asks, “Lord, where were You? Why
did You allow this? Why does faith feel easy for others, but heavy for me?” The beauty of this Gospel is that Jesus does not
respond to such questions with anger. He responds with mercy.
The disciples were gathered behind locked doors because they were afraid. These were not enemies of Jesus. These were His
own followers. Yet after the crucifixion, they were hiding, confused, wounded, and uncertain. The resurrection had already
happened, but they were still living as though Good Friday had the final word. Is that not often true in our own lives? Jesus is
risen, yet we still live behind locked doors—locked by fear, anxiety, guilt, disappointment, grief, and pain. But the Risen Christ
is not stopped by locked doors. He enters the room anyway. He comes into the place they sealed up. And His first words are
not words of rebuke, but words of peace: “Peace be with you.”
That is mercy. Mercy is when Jesus comes to frightened, broken, failing people and gives peace instead of punishment. He
shows the disciples His hands and His side. He still bears the wounds of the cross, but now those wounds are no longer signs
of defeat. They are signs of love, victory, and redemption. The wounds remain, but they have been transformed as signs of
the greatest love.
Thomas was not there when Jesus first appeared. We do not know why. Perhaps he was grieving alone. Perhaps he was dis-
couraged and disappointed. Perhaps he had withdrawn into himself. When the others told him, “We have seen the Lord,”
Thomas could not believe immediately. He wanted more than second-hand faith. He wanted a real encounter. And perhaps
we should not judge him too quickly, because many of us have felt the same way. We too have moments when faith feels
difficult, when the pain of life makes trust harder than usual, when we say in our hearts, “Lord, | need You to show me You
are here.”
The most beautiful part of the Gospel is that Jesus comes back. Eight days later, He returns, and this time Thomas is there.
Jesus does not shame him. He does not scold him. He does not say, “You missed your chance.” Instead, He offers Thomas ex-
actly what Thomas needs: “Put your finger here and see my hands.” In other words, Jesus meets Thomas right in the place of
his doubt. That is mercy. Jesus is not offended by our struggles. He does not turn away from sincere questions. He comes
closer. He listens. He invites. He heals.
Thomas then makes one of the greatest confessions in the entire Gospel: “My Lord and my God!” The doubter becomes the
worshipper. The struggler becomes the believer. Thomas’ story reminds us that doubt is not always the end of faith. Some-
times it is the doorway to a deeper faith. A person of faith is not someone who never struggles. A person of faith is someone
who brings that struggle to Jesus.
This Gospel also speaks to the realities of daily life. Some families are carrying silent wounds. Some parents are praying for
children who have drifted away from God. Some marriages are strained by pain, distance, or unspoken hurt. Some people are
burdened by work, finances, health concerns, loneliness, or uncertainty about the future. In these moments, faith can feel
weak and tired. But the message of Easter is this: Jesus still comes into locked rooms. He still speaks peace into fear. He still
breathes hope into discouraged hearts.
Perhaps that is the invitation of this Gospel for all of us: to stop pretending before God. We do not have to hide our wounds,
our confusion, or even our doubts. We can come to Jesus as we are.
Thomas is not remembered because he doubted. He is remembered because Jesus was merciful to him. And that can be our
story too. Not that we never struggled, but that in the middle of our struggle, Jesus did not give up on us. The same Lord
who returned for Thomas still comes to us today. And the same hands that bore the wounds of love for Thomas are the same
hands that can hold our broken faith until it learns how to believe again.

Marian & Divine Mercy Cenacles
Resuming April 14
April 17 6pm-9pm

Cenacles are small prayer group gatherings in the library at April 18 9am-4pm

9:30 on Tuesdays. First Tuesday of the month is the Divine St Michael’s Catholic Community

Mercy Cenacle; the remaining Tuesdays of the month are the| | We need 12 or more parishioners to attend. All welcome.
Marian Cenacles. Register at www.catholicyyc.ca/renewal

Keynote Speaker: Bishop Scott McCaig, CC




Congratulations!
Ariga Agoes, Chris Dinsdale,
Christina Locking, Sonya Hanson
Who after months of preparation through RCIA, entered the
Church fully through Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at
the Easter Vigil.

Christians from the Holy Land
Christians from the Holy Land will be here this weekend.
Items will be available for sale after each Mass in order to
support their community.

Employment Opportunity—Music Director
CASUAL

A new music director is needed for the parish. Availability is
required for the 5pm Saturday and 10am Sunday Masses,
choir practices, special celebrations throughout the vyear,
weddings and funerals. Candidate should be familiar with
the Catholic liturgy and have a proficiency and knowledge of
music.
Responsibilities will also include music selection, working
with the pastor and parish staff, and leading/creating two
choirs. Music style is flexible but must be from approved
Catholic sources. Preference given to individuals with piano,
organ, and/or guitar skills.
Diocese of Calgary employment page for more details. Com-
petition will remain open until a suitable person is found.

Upcoming Funerals
Tracy Fader
Prayers—Tuesday, April 14 @ 7pm
Funeral Mass—Wednesday, April 15 @11am

Avelina Oryem Ayoro
Saturday, April 18 @ 1pm

Delores “Del” Fleming
Friday, April 24 @ 11am

Through the mercy of God, may they rest in peace.

Tuesday, April 14
9am Julia Almeida +
Wednesday, April 15

9am Intention of Romeo Aron
Thursday, April 16
9am Intention of Gabriella Vautour

Friday April 17

9am Neil Jeanson +

Saturday, April 18

5pm Intention of Jack Russell
Sunday, April 19

10am  Michael Angelo Lagman +

12pm  Parishioners

Tuesday, April 21

9am Intention of Fr. Andrew Bogdanowicz
Wednesday, April 22

9am Peter Kelly +

Thursday, April 23

9am Intention of Fr. Fabio

Friday, April 24

9am Pauline Montemurro +
Saturday, April 25

5pm Alex, Connie & Guido Ciccaglione +
Sunday, April 26

10am  Gary Mogenson +

12pm  Parishioners

Tuesday, April 28

9am Intention of Anita & Stuart Selby
Wednesday, April 29

9am Intention of Wendy Novakowski
Thursday, April 30

9am Jose Zaldivar +

Friday, May 1

9am Ann Lerner +

Saturday, May 2

9am David Howes +

S5pm Intention of Martin McCarthy
Sunday, May 3

10am  Neil Jeanson +

12pm  Parishioners

Pancake Breakfast/Bottle Drive
This Weekend—Please Support the Knights

Strawberry Shortcake & Tea
Saturday, May 2
2:30-4:30pm St James Parish Hall
Family Friendly

No ticket fee but donations gratefully accepted at the door
will go toward our Multiply the Hope campaign.

PLEASE RSVP AT THE PARISH OFFICE Y

or contact Lisa at 403 969 4939 before > ¥
Monday, April 27. QT

Thank you!
Many thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers who helped
out through Lent and Holy Week! Greatly appreciated!

Please be advised that there will be no bulletin the
weekends of April 19 & 26.



https://www.catholicyyc.ca/careers.html

Next Week at the Church

Monday 6:00pm Legion of Mary
Tuesday 9:00am Mass

7:00pm Prayers—Tracy Fader
Wednesday 9:00am Mass/Confession

11:00am Funeral—Tracy Fader
Thursday 6:30pm 1st Eucharist Class #4

7:00pm Parish Renewal Team
Friday 9:00am Mass/Confession/Adoration
Saturday 11:00am Baptism

1:00pm Funeral—Avelina O. Ayoro

3:00pm Baptism Prep

4:00pm Confession

5:00pm Mass
Sunday 10:00am Mass

12:00pm Mass

Rosary at 8:30am prior to all weekday Mass.

Save the Date

May 1—Teen Night—grades 7-12 (7pm-9:30pm)

May 2—Strawberry Shortcake Tea

May 22—Mass for the Unborn 7pm

May 22 & 23—Knights’ Garage Sale

May 29—Confirmation Celebration (7pm) - Bishop J. Hansen
June 5—Games Night for Kids —grades 1-6 (7pm-9pm)

June 6—First Communion Mass (5pm)

June 26—Memorial Mass for the Dead: 2025-present (7pm)
June 28—Parish Picnic—TENTATIVE

July 5—Stampede Breakfast

*More details will follow regarding these upcoming events.

Find out more about this
campaign at
www.catholicyyc.ca/
multiplythehope

MULTIPLY

W7 2K

A MATCHING CAMPAIGN
FOR PARISH RENEWAL

Ali Boyd, Emma Boccardo, Lucy Ciccaglione, Stephanie Davis,
Patrick Driscoll, Mia Dumonceaux, Gabrielle Engels, Scott Evans,

Sunday Collections

Emidio Faba, Nancy Farrell, Mary Figley, Regular $7492.50
Bernice Foley, Marie Funke, Merle Gonsalves, Aidan Hanes, Maintenance $360.00
Jennifer Hazen, Sharon Jeanson, Charlotte Johansen, F $30.00
Joe Klein, Lara Lavalle, Martin McCarthy, George McDonald, ow'ers _ :
Monty Montemurro, Bill Montgomery, Dave Moran, Special Collections $1025.00
Mark Naylen, Tyler Norris, Elliott Nowell, Guy Ouellette, Together in Action $782.00
Ashleigh Patterson, Emil Rawlyk, Nash Reyes, Jocelyn Robb,
Brad Sluiter, Graham Smith, Marie Swab, Ildiko Szikora,
Mary Terek, Frank Toone, Maria Zuzic
To Date
Tracy Fader, Del Fleming, Avelina Ayoro, Gabriel Oberg, Together in Action (2026 Goal: $36, 218)
James Lokiru $3725
Maintenance
*please inform the office if names can be removed $5070
Vour Finaucial Support Is Greatly Appreciated
¢ Online giving on the “Contribute” page of our website—one time or monthly with debit, Visa, Visa debit, Mastercard, or

American Express
E-transfer to isupport@stjamescalgary.org
Dropping off your envelope in the collection basket

Mailing your donation to the church
Mindful Give (Quick Tap)

* & & & & o o

Mastercard, Visa or Debit through the office—one time donation or monthly
Pre-authorized Withdrawal (Direct Deposit) - get forms from the office or at the church entrance

Dropping off your envelope at the office or into the office mailbox

For a complete list of events in the Diocese of Calgary, please visit www.catholicyyc.ca



https://www.catholicyyc.ca/
http://www.catholicyyc.ca/multiplythehope
http://www.catholicyyc.ca/multiplythehope

