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5th Sunday of Easter May 3, 2026

MASS TIMES
Saturday 5pm
Sunday 10am & 12pm

Weekday
Tuesday thru Thursday 9am
1st Saturday of the Month 9am

CONFESSION
Wednesday & Friday 9:30 -10am
Saturday 4-4:30pm
Or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Thursday 9am-3pm

Closed 12-12:30 for lunch and on all statutory holidays.

S FIFTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

Thank you for joining us! We warmly welcome all new parishioners and visitors to our parish. If you are new to our parish
community, please fill out a registration form available on our website, at the SW entrance of the church, or at the parish
office. We hope to see you again soon!

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for the Month of May:
That everyone might have food. Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be com-
mitted to avoid wasting food, and ensure that everyone has access to quality food.

PARISH STAFF

Pastor—Fr. Domingo Bongalos  stjamespastorcalgary@gmail.com Visit us on

Administrative Assistant—Brenda Lerner office@stjamescalgary.org Facebook!
Music—VACANT

Bookkeeper—Leanne Plamondon leanne.plamondon@calgarydiocese.ca
Volunteer Screening—Kerstin Daly pvsc@stjamescalgary.org
Sacrament Preparation—Lindsay Klein sacraments@stjamescalgary.org




“Jesus is the Way; my Waze.”
Fr. Domingo

Have you ever been lost—not just on the road, but in life? Lost in your decisions. Lost in life. Lost in your faith. Lost after one
wrong turn that led to another. Sometimes, we do not realize we are lost until we wake up one day and ask, “How did | get
here? How did my heart become so angry? How did my prayer life become so dry? How did | become this person?”

In the Gospel, Thomas asks Jesus a very honest question: “Master, we do not know where you are going; how can we know
the way?” Thomas is not being rebellious. He is being real. He is saying what many of us feel: “Lord, | am confused; | cannot
see the road; | do not know what happens next.”

And Jesus answers with one of the most powerful statements in Scripture: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.”
Notice carefully: Jesus does not simply say, “I will show you the way.” He says, “l am the way.” The Christian life is not just
about following a map. It is about following a Person. The way to the Father is not first a direction; it is a relationship with
Jesus Christ.

This reminds me of an experience | had while driving in Metro Manila. | was going to the Philippine International Convention
Center from Novaliches. Anyone who knows Manila traffic knows that a 30-minute drive can easily become two hours. EDSA
can become a huge parking lot. Cars hardly move. Patience is tested. Prayer becomes necessary.

So, | did what many drivers do when stuck in traffic—I looked for shortcuts. | turned into unfamiliar streets. Some roads
looked attractive. They had fewer cars. They seemed quiet. No traffic. No potholes. No stress.

But there was one important question: Would these roads actually lead me to my destination?

That is the danger of shortcuts. They look easy in the beginning, but they do not always lead us home. Some roads look
attractive but lead to dead ends. Some choices look exciting but bring regret. Some habits look harmless but slowly take away
our peace. Some sins promise pleasure but leave us trapped.

Thankfully, | was using Waze. Every time | made a wrong turn, it recalculated the route. It did not insult me. It did not give up
on me. It simply found another way to bring me back toward my destination.

Waze is an imperfect app, but it offers a beautiful image of God’s mercy. Whenever we do not follow the recommended path,
whenever we choose shortcuts, whenever we wander into unfamiliar territory because it looks attractive, whenever we sin—
Jesus does not abandon us. He calls us back. He opens another route. He says, “Recalculating. Follow now my direction.”
This is grace. Grace is God’s holy recalculation when sin has taken us off course. Grace is God saying, “You made a wrong turn,
but your story is not over. You took a detour, but | can still bring you home.”

But we must also remember: Jesus is not just our emergency GPS. Sometimes we only turn to Him when life becomes
difficult—when we are sick, grieving, afraid, or desperate. But Jesus is not only for emergencies. He is the way every day:
when we wake up, when we work, when we decide, when we forgive, when we suffer, when we love, and when we die.

The Gospel challenges us to ask: Am | really following Jesus, or am | only asking Him to bless my own road? Christianity is
not simply inviting Jesus to ride along with our plans. It is allowing Him to lead us to the Father.

Many of us are moving fast, but speed does not matter if the direction is wrong. We can be busy but empty, successful but
lost, religious but unconverted, smiling outside but hurting inside. The real question is not, “Am | moving?” The real question
is, “Am | moving toward God?”

Today, if you feel lost, do not despair. If you have taken wrong turns, do not give up. If sin has led you far from God, come
home. The mercy of Jesus is greater than your mistakes. Your detour is not stronger than His grace.

Jesus does not merely point to the road. He becomes the road.

So let this be our prayer: “Lord Jesus, when | am confused, be my way. When | am deceived, be my truth. When | am empty,
be my life. When | am lost, bring me home.”

When life takes you into wrong turns, do not give up—Jesus is still recalculating; and if you follow Him, every road of
repentance can still become a road back home.

Seeds of the Word
The Seeds of the Word religious community will be selling
handmade bread and baking, as well as their Compendiums
after the Masses this weekend. Please support their
efforts.




Mass for the Unborn
May 22 @ 7pm

This Mass is an opportunity to pray together for the ‘Loss of
Innocent Life” through pregnancy
(miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth),

adoption, infancy or childhood and to lift 4
up those suffering, in pain and grieving. &
All are welcome. Let us show them they £
are not alone.

Employment Opportunity—Music Director
CASUAL

A new music director is needed for the parish. Availability is
required for the 5pm Saturday and 10am Sunday Masses,
choir practices, special celebrations throughout the vyear,
weddings and funerals. Candidate should be familiar with
the Catholic liturgy and have a proficiency and knowledge of
music.
Responsibilities will also include music selection, working
with the pastor and parish staff, and leading/creating two
choirs. Music style is flexible but must be from approved
Catholic sources. Preference given to individuals with piano,
organ, and/or guitar skills.
Diocese of Calgary employment page for more details.
Competition will remain open until a suitable person is
found.

Tuesday, May 5

9am  Intention of Brian & Francis Klein
Wednesday, May 6

9am  Moe Nasser +

Thursday, May 7

9am  Intention of Fr. Andrew Bogdanowicz
Friday, May 8

9am  Anika Herciu +

Saturday, May 9

5pm  Pauline Montemurro +

Sunday, May 10

10am Intention of Kathy Oczkowski
12pm Parishioners

Upcoming Funerals
Daniel Timan
Funeral Mass—Saturday, May 9 @ 11am
(Prayers—May 8 @ 7pm at the Mclinnis & Holloway
Chapel of the Bells—2720 Centre St N)

Marie Busby
Funeral Mass—Friday, May 22 @1:30pm

Through the mercy of God, may they rest in peace.

Notes from the Knights
Pancake Breakfast—Sunday, May 3

%k x
Mother’s Day is May 9th, and the Knights will once again be
selling roses in support of Calgary Pro-Life. Roses will be
sold for $5 each following the weekend Masses until they
are sold out.

%k %k %k
The Knights will be holding their annual Garage Sale on
Friday, May 22 (11am-7pm) and Saturday, May 23 (9am-
3pm) and we would love to receive your gently used items.
We're getting ready for our big garage sale and we’d be
thrilled to receive your gently used items. We’ll happily
give your items a second life. We accept furniture and
most items in working
Conditions except clothing, bedding, pillows, draperies,
major appliances and tires. We ask that you drop off at the
church on Thursday, May 21 (12pm—7pm). If you require
help with bringing items to the church hall, please contact
Real Phaneuf 403 542 5228 or Blaine Frehlich at
403 818 1459 for assistance.

%k ok
Thank you to all those who donated their cans and bottles
at the last bottle drive. The Knights raised $450.

Helping the Homeless

Are you able to help Calgary's homeless population living hard on
the street? If you have blankets, sheets & pillow cases, towels, and
fabric that are taking up space, please consider donating them to
help the homeless. The items are used to make a variety of items
including wind & waterproof ponchos and gloves, bags to
distribute hygiene items, bandages, food etc. No donation is too
small and most gratefully received. A donation bin will be at the
south entrance to the church or can be left at the parish office
during business hours. God bless your generosity!

Special Collections
Good Shepherd— This Weekend—supporting vocations to
the priesthood and consecrated life

Pope’s Pastoral Works—May 17—Funds from this
collection support Pope Leo’s charitable contributions for
victims of war, famine, and natural disasters contributing to
the Vatican's universal efforts of mercy and assistance

Marian & Divine Mercy Cenacles
CANCELLED INDEFINITELY



https://www.catholicyyc.ca/careers.html

Next Week at the Church

Monday 6:00pm Legion of Mary

Tuesday 9:00am Mass

Wednesday 9:00am Mass/Confession
7:00pm RCIA

Thursday 6:30pm 1st Eucharist Class #6
7:00pm Opus Dei Men

Friday 9:00am Mass/Confession/Adoration
10:30am School Marian Mass

Saturday 11:00am Funeral—Daniel Timan
4:00pm Confession
5:00pm Mass

Sunday 10:00am Mass
12:00pm Mass

Rosary at 8:30am prior to all weekday Mass.

Save the Date

May 22—Mass for the Unborn 7pm

May 22 & 23—Knights’ Garage Sale

May 29—Confirmation Celebration (7pm) - Bishop J. Hansen
June 5—Games Night for Kids —grades 1-6 (7pm-9pm)

June 6—First Communion Mass (5pm)

June 26—Memorial Mass for the Dead: 2025-present (7pm)
July 5—Stampede Breakfast

September 20 —Parish Picnic—CHANGE OF DATE

*More details will follow regarding these upcoming events.

Find out more about
this campaign at
www.catholicyyc.ca/
multiplythehope

MULTIPLY

WY&

A MATCHING CAMPAIGN
FOR PARISH RENEWAL

Ali Boyd, Emma Boccardo, Stephanie Davis, Patrick Driscoll,
Mia Dumonceaux, Gabrielle Engels, Scott Evans,
Emidio Faba, Nancy Farrell, Mary Figley,

Bernice Foley, Marie Funke, Merle Gonsalves, Aidan Hanes,
Jennifer Hazen, Sharon Jeanson, Charlotte Johansen,
Joe Klein, Lara Lavalle, Martin McCarthy, George McDonald,
Monty Montemurro, Bill Montgomery, Dave Moran,
Mark Naylen, Tyler Norris, Elliott Nowell, Guy Ouellette,
Ashleigh Patterson, Emil Rawlyk, Nash Reyes, Jocelyn Robb,
Brad Sluiter, Graham Smith, Marie Swab, Ildiko Szikora,
Mary Terek, Frank Toone, Maria Zuzic

Fr. Henry Rosenbaum, Gerry McKinney, Daniel Timan,
Marie Busby, Tracy Fader, Del Fleming, Avelina Ayoro

*please inform the office if names can be removed
from the sick list

Sunday Collections
(April 12, 19 & 26)
Regular $6760.00
Maintenance/MtH $5225.00
Flowers $30.00
Together in Action $635.00
To Date
Together in Action (2026 Goal: $36, 218)
$6490.65
Multiply the Hope
$10,842.36

* & & & & o o

Vour Finaucial Support Is Greatly Appreciated

Online giving on the “Contribute” page of our website—one time or monthly with debit, Visa, Visa debit, Mastercard, or

American Express

Mastercard, Visa or Debit through the office—one time donation or monthly
Pre-authorized Withdrawal (Direct Deposit) - get forms from the office or at the church entrance

E-transfer to isupport@stjamescalgary.org
Dropping off your envelope in the collection basket

Dropping off your envelope at the office or into the office mailbox

Mailing your donation to the church
Mindful Give (Quick Tap)

For a complete list of events in the Diocese of Calgary, please visit www.catholicyyc.ca



https://www.catholicyyc.ca/
http://www.catholicyyc.ca/multiplythehope
http://www.catholicyyc.ca/multiplythehope

